University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

6-28-1988

Colombian Government Announces Disposition
To Negotiate With M-19
John Neagle

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Neagle, John. "Colombian Government Announces Disposition To Negotiate With M-19." (1988).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/2110

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 074710
ISSN: 1060-4189

Colombian Government Announces Disposition To
Negotiate With M-19
by John Neagle
Category/Department: General
Published: Tuesday, June 28, 1988
On the evening of June 27, the Colombian government announced that it was willing to dialogue
with the M-19 guerrillas (Movimiento 19 de Abril) for the release of Conservative Party leader
Alvaro Gomez Hurtado. Interior Minister Cesar Gaviria told reporters that the government accepted
a proposal by M-19 delivered by journalist Antonio Caballero to participate in talks to take place in
Panama or Mexico. Gomez Hurtado, 69, a former presidential candidate and director of the daily
newspaper El Siglo, was abducted May 29 in Bogota. During the kidnapping, the politician was
reportedly injured, and his bodyguard killed. Gaviria said that the guerrillas have issued eight
different statements in the past three weeks. Consequently, he added, the government insists
that M-19 designate a single spokesperson. The minister also said that President Virgilio Barco's
government has also demanded additional evidence that M-19 is holding Gomez Hurtado and
that he has not been harmed, prior to making any concrete arrangements for the "dialogue." In
interviews with radio stations Caracol and RCN, Caballero said the Panamanian government had
offered to host the negotiations between guerrilla and government representatives. He added that
M-19 has also requested permission to hold the negotiations in Mexico if the encounter cannot
take place in Panama. Caballero cited M-19's international delegate Antonio Navarro Wolf as
saying, "The principal objective of the kidnapping is to transform the political environment in
Colombia characterized by scorched earth policies, war, and repression to one of dialogue." Navarro
Wolf, who resides in Mexico, Havana and Panama, will head the eventual negotiations. Caballero
said the guerrillas insist that the talks take place outside of Colombia for security reasons. The
journalist stated that according to Navarro Wolf, M-19 suffered more casualties during the peace
talks sponsored by the government of President Belisario Betancur in 1983-1984 than in fighting with
the army during the previous period of hostilities. Caballero said that in his discussion with Navarro
Wolf, he could not ascertain M-19's immediate conditions for releasing Gomez Hurtado. (Basic data
from AP, AFP, 06/27/88)
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